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CALIFORNIA MAKES GREAT PROGRESS 
IN STATE PLANNING 


BPA | The California Legislature has just completed 
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re- | a session which was called by some the Post-War 
st.) Planning Session. The Legislature adopted a number 
of appropriation bills which together with earlier 
ning appropriations provide the following state funds: 
ity, (1) Sate Post-War Reserve, earmarked for state pro- 
944. | ject construction, $109,490,000. (2) State Post- 
the | Wer Reserve, earmarked for flood control, $25,000,- 
gin { 000. (3) Appropriations for acquisition of sites 
oto- for public projects, $18,201,000. (4) Appropria- 
vi tions for public works plans and post-war planning, 
6 $1, 590,000. Total $167,281,000. This total does 
Plan net include an estimated $80 million state highway 
173 construction program, nor does it include any amount 
17, | for the construction of city, county or other local 
id to public works. 
ting | One of the most important acts of the Legis- 
cti- | lature was the appropriation of $10 million of state 
onal | funds on a matching basis for city and county post- 
ocal war improvement projects. (There is a waiver pro- 
| vision on matching by local agencies under certain 
terms.) About $7 million of this is for the prep- 
{| aration of plans and specifications and about $3 
million for the acquisition of sites. This fund 
will be administered by a Review Board consisting 
ik, | of the Director of Reconstruction and Reemployment, 
313 Director of Finance, Director of Public Works and 
Dp. Legislative Auditor. $125,000 of the $10 million 
om | was allocated for administration. 
are In addition the Legislature has granted an 
ive || additional $100,000 for the California State Re- 
ars construction and Reemployment Commission in order 
es" || that it might expand its program. This brings the 
V1- total for the biennium up to $200,000, and will 
the make possible the addition of 21 new staff em 
ive | | ployees. Among them will be a deputy director at 
ere $8,000 per year and a chief technician at $4,560. 
ing || Other new employees will be 5 assistants to the di- 
yed || Yrector, 3 field technicians, a research writer, etc. 
| With this enlarged staff the State Reconstruc- 





ies 


(@tin and Reemployment Commission proposes to em 
on jf 


bark upon an extensive field service to cooperate 
with and assist local planning of all kinds. It 
will set up regional offices in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 








STATE AID TO LOCAL PLANNING 


IN LOUISIANA 


In this and a previous issue of the News Let- 
ter we have described two examples of a new form 
of state aid to local planning - the provision of 
state monies. Commendable as this form of assist- 
ance is, we should not lose sight of an older form 
of state aid on which much of the continuing ef- 
fectiveness of state planning is based. An excel- 
lent example is at hand in Louisiana, where the 
Planning Division describes its responsibilities 
as follows: "(Wq cannot do for you that part of 
the work of developing your possibilities which is 
properly the responsibility of the parish itself. 
[We} can and will assist you inanalyzing the facts, 
and in applying them to the immediate problems 
which confront you." 

The Planning Division of the Department of 
Public Works, which acts asa state planning board, 
was set up early in the present period of world 
conflict. Because it has never known what some 
call "normal" times, the Department has been, and 
is, acutely aware of its responsibilities. A year 
ago it made available to local government in Louisi- 
ana an exceedingly complete and well-rounded plan- 
ning guide - Handbook for Parish Planning. 

The approach of the Handbook is broad. Start- 
ing with a statement of existing problems, it traces 
the steps in plan-making and then outlines guides 
to fundamental studies. The last section, "What 
Comes After the Survey," points the way for action: 
"projects to be carried out by the parish, things 
to be done by private corporations, and improvements 
to be made by the individual property owner. The 
first may be done with public funds; the second by 
suggestion, cooperation, and legislation; and the 
third by guidance and education." 

A year later, it seems worthwhile to review 
the Department's success in its aidto the parishes. 
Seven legal parish boards have been established. 
Surveys have been completed and published by two 
of them, surveys are nearing completion in two 
other parishes, and preliminary work is under way 
in five more. The two published reports. show a 
noteworthy understanding of the complex social and 
economic problems of the area and a realistic ap- 
proach to their solution. 
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Commercial Educational Socio! and Hospital ond Sewer ond Woter 
Recreation! Institutional 
~Bureau of Planning and Statistics, War Production Board, 
March 20, 1944. 


MARYLAND STATE AID FOR LOCAL PLANS 


The Maryland Commission m Post-War Reconstruc- 
tion and Development has recommended to the Governor 
and to the Board of Public Works that the unexpended 
balances of the post-war construction fund be used 
to match local participation to the extent of one- 
half the cost of plan and specification preparation 
whichis not to exceed 5 per cent of the total esti- 
mated cost of the project. At present there is 
available out of the $2 million post-war construc- 
tion fund, approximately $1 million which has not 
been committed. It is recommended that this $1 
million be used for state aid to local plan prepa- 
ration. There are also two other funds: war emer- 
gency and general emergency, which have some unex- 
pended balances that will revert to the post-war 
construction fund and similarly could be made 
available for the state aid program. The total 
amount to be made available will be known on 
June 30. 


ONTARIO'S DEPT. OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 


The Province of Ontario has established a De- 
partment of Planning and Development. The Honorable 
Dana H. Porter is Minister of the Department. The 
Director isGeorge B. Langford. Mr. A.E.K. Bunnell 
is serving as Consulting Engineer to the Department. 
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Hugh Young of the Chicago Plan Commission has | 
asked us a very interesting and important question 


A SET-BACK QUESTION 


with regard to set-back provisions. We don't know = 
the answer. We hope some of the ASPO members will to 
be able to contribute an answer based upon experi- had 
ence. pla 
Set-back provisions are to be found in zon- unt 
ing ordinances or in separate ordinances either era 
under the police power or eminent domain. Zon- had 
ing ordinances customarily create set-backs for 0 
light, air, etc. Sometimes, however, zoning or- pri 
dinances create set—backs for street widening pur- at 
poses. : 
Suppose a zoning orvinance requires a ten- dis 
foot set-back on a particular street. Suppose fic 
also at a later date that the official plan ora 4 


separate ordinance requires a twenty-five foot . 
set-back for street widening purposes. Shall the ) ~— 


owner of a new building set back twenty-five feet —_ 
or shall he set back thirty-five feet so as to 
conform with the zoning ordinance after the street a” 
has been widened? ree 
ity 

STATE AIRPORT FUNDS | ne 

FOR LOCAL AIRPORT PLANNING the 

The 1944 special session of the Michigan _ 


Legislature appropriated a sum of $250,000 for i 
local use in the designing of airports. The Board ne 
of Aeronautics has just announced the requirements - 
for allocation from this fund. Monies will be allo-@ ,~ °° 

cated only to an authorized governmental agency ino 
cluding municipalities, townships and counties. and 
Funds will be used for surveys and designs. Any pone 
residue or balance will go into a general fund to est 
be allocated for general construction. The dis- 


Mear 
lens 











bursing date is October 1, 1943. The local a- oe 
gency will furnish surveyors, engineers, airport — then 
designers. For the services furnished by the ene 
Board of Aeronautics, charges for such services | that 
will be deducted from the allocation to the com of f 
munity. peer 
the 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE |= 
Civil Service examinations will be held _ 
for the following positions mthe staff of the — 
Philadelphia City Planning Commission: chief, 
division of land planning, $6500-7500;_ senior 
land planner, $4600-5200; chief, division of 
planning analysis, $5600-6400; senior planning 
analyst (economic) $4600-5200; planning ana-~ | | g, 
lyst (sociological), $3800-1,4,00. ros 
Residence requirements have been waived. a 
Closing date for applications is August 22, eats 
1944. For further information, address Mr. pend 
Robert B. Mitchell, Executive Director, City ary 
Planning Commission, 20th Floor Market Street a - 
National Bank Building, Philadelphia 7, Penn- tial 
sylvania. For application forms, address the dwel 
Philadelphia Civil Service Commission, Room cell. 
875 City Hall, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania. tion 
g of S 








4 ® "Let me take an example ofa town, the experi- 
on ences with which were influential in bringing me 





mt to some of these thoughts. The town is - We 
ri | hada better than average chance of introducing 
— planning in the usual pattern because the town, up 
— | until TVA built its Cherokee Dam nearby, had been 
nar drifting along in a Rip Van Winkle existence and 
oat had never been conditioned to the suspicions that 
, = other larger towns hold for planning. The appro- 
aie priate town fathers were introduced tothe idea and 
nell presently a commission was formed. In the first 
and subsequent meetings the need for a base map was 
sates discussed, then the land use survey, zoning, traf- 
one fic and parking plans were successively introduced. 
2 The commission was greatly interested, and the lo- 
Poot cal papers even took an interest in the prospects 
i. from planning. But the town had no money to put 
Peet into these studies. However, in order to demon- 
io strate what the commission might accomplish with 
— the services of at least a part-time planning tech- 
, mician, the state and the Tennessee Valley Author- 

ity jointly furnished technical assistance. 

"The studies progressed and the commission 
viewed them with enthusiastic approval. No doubt 
the members wondered why they had not been made 

i gan before. But they had them pigeon-holed in their 
Ye own minds because they could see nomeans of carry- 
aan ing the proposals out. The technician, too, was 
aie wondering how some of the more urgent proposals 


tll a could ever find their way into the town budget. 
re @ @ Meanwhile commission members began to bring in prob- 
“ lems of a more immediate concern. As I recall, the 


_ confusion of street names and house numbers bothered 
i rad them most at the time. The planning technician 
lise worked out a plan to the eventual satisfaction of 
ye everyone. The local papers had been following these 

rt developments and devoted more space to this project 
i than to all the weeks of work on the base map and 
peed land use survey combined. This is not to suggest 
ame | that the latter work was not useful. As a matter 


of fact it was basic tothe street naming and house 


numbering project. But it illustrates the values 





——| | the locality places on the familiar and close to 
\ home problems as opposed to the unfamiliar and less 
tangible problems. 
d "The next problem was that of putting the new 
ve plan into effect. Here was an instance where the 
, town was willing to scrape up some funds. Only a 
or 
of REZONING IN SAN FRANCISCO 
wd The City Planning Commission of the City and 
County of San Francisco has recently submitted a 
: report to the Board of Supervisors dealing with 
7 the rezoning of a portion of the city known as the 
“ Sunset Area. The area consists of some 317 blocks 
a involving 16,000 lots of which 10,200 are now oc- 
t cCupied by single-family dwellings, with 5,392 un- 
“ developed. The recommendation was that substan- 
“a tially the entire area be zoned for single-family 
ac dwelling purposes. The report contains some ex- 
' cellent statements substantiating the recommenda- 
tion. The recommendations were adopted by the Board 
—— | of Supervisors on May 8, 1944. 





MAKING PLANNING EFFECTIVE IN A SMALL CITY 


modest sum was available but enough to buy some of 
the essentials. The technician struck upon the idea 
of using NYA help tomake the stencils andpaint the 
signs. The local blacksmith was engaged to make the 
brackets for the signs. This single project did 
more to win the respect of the citizenry than a 
dozen base maps. 

"This was just the beginning. In the course 
of preparing the numbering plan, the technician 
found that property records were in complete con- 
fusion. The commission showed an interest but in- 
dicated that things had been that way for years 
and therefore the town had given them no serious 
consideration. The technician proceeded to try and 
straighten out the records by checking back into 
all the deeds and tax records available. He found 
that because a number of properties had not been 
recorded or were incorrectly recorded, the town had 
been receiving no taxes on nearly one quarter of 
the real estate in the town. The eventual increased 
income to the town in placing these properties back 
on the tax rolls boosted public interest in the 
commission's work a thousand per cent. 

"This particular project led to another. Not 
only were the property records found to be in con=- 
fusion, but the ordinances governing the town were 
in a chaotic state. In several cases the town was 
operating on myths; there were no powers in the 
charter permitting the town to perform some of the 
services it was providing. Many of the ordinances 
were in direct contradiction to provisions of the 
charter. Others were antiquated or did not apply 
to the town in the modern sense in any way. Out of 
this investigation and much sweat and toil came a 
municipal code. I left the area before this was 
presented to the town council. I have no doubt but 
that it was received by the town council with as 
much interest as they had shown in the tax study. 
I didn't intend to get so far afield. However, I 
think it illustrates some of my points of adjusting 
our planning methods to the needs of the particular 
town with which we are working. We more or less 
stumbled into these projects, yet if we hadn't suc- 
cessfully dealt with them, I an sure we could never 
have received the support we wanted for the basic 
planning studies. . ." -Sxcerpt from a letter 
written by Lt. (j.g.) F. S. 
where at sea. 


Chapin on duty some- 


PLANNING EDUCATION IN THE ARGENTINE 


A remarkable course in planning education and 
a series of radio programs are under way at La Plata 
in the Argentine sponsored by the Centro de In- 
genieros and under the direction of Carlos A. Loza 
Colomer. They deal with such matters as relations 
of South American planning to world culture, in its 
divisions of anthropology, economics, philosophy, 
history, sociology, geography, etc; the history of - 
contemporary planning; the history of regional and 
urban planning; the technique of planning. Consid- 
eration is given to planning in Central America and 
a number of South American countries as well as to 
planning in Russia, Holland, France, and the U. S. 
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AUSTRALIA HOUSING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDS NATIONAL PLANNING 


The Commonwealth Housing Commission has sub- 
mitted a very forward-looking report dealing with 
the housing shortage in Australia. The report con- 
tains recommendations for the construction of vari- 


ous types of housing, for government financing, 
subsidies, etc. Perhaps of greatest interest to 
planners are the recommendations dealing with na- 


tional, regional, and town planning, which follow: 


PART I.—NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PLANNING. 


1. We are firmly convinced from the evidence submitted to us, that 
the principles of regional and town planning should be accepted as a 
national policy, and accordingly we recommend that consideration be 
given tu che establishment as soon as possible of a Commonwealth 
Planning Authority, representative of national works, rural industries, 
secondary industries, and housing, to formulate a nationa] plan to 
control, co-ordinate, and direct national development arising, inter alia, 
from regional and town planning. 


2. Should this policy be adopted, we are of the opinion that the 


Commonwealth Housing Authority, herein proposed, should be incor- 
porated with the Commonwealth Planning Authority as an integral 
part thereof. 


3. In national development, we urge the importance of regional 
planning. By this is meant a comprehensive plan for the development 
of each geographical region, embracing all activities. Such a plan 
would provide for the dovetailing of national works, primary and 
secondary industries, housing, &c. 


4. Without such a regional plan, we feel uncertain of the growth, 
or decay, of many cities and towns, including the capital cities, in all 
the States so far visited. 


5. We realize that regional planning is the concern also of other 
sections of the Ministry of Post-War Reconstruction, and hope to 
discuss the matter fully with them. We wish, however, to take this 
opportunity of urging the great national importance of creating a 
Commonwealth Planning Authority adequately staffed, without which, 
we feel, it will be impossible to estimate accurately either the total 
housing requirements or the location of housing projects. 

PART II—TOWN PLANNING. 

6. The haphazard method, ip which Australian towns have grown 
has helped to form slum pockets; has made the cost of travelling 
excessive in money, time and fatigue; has increased the cost of public 
utilities; and has been partly responsible for the inadequacy of com 
muna! facilities. 

7. The Commission considers the absence of planning in most of our 
communities, with the constant waste involved, should be replaced by a 
scientific attitude to the development of our cities, towns and country- 
side. 

8. Each existing community should have a town plan to provide 
for its future. A careful survey of existing conditions should be 
followed by proper zoning, that is, providing for present and future 
residential districts, industrial needs, shopping facilities, commercial 
centres and recreational areas. The plan should give due regard to 
public utilities, such as water, sewerage, lighting power and transport. 

9. Anything less than a sound plan for a town adds to the cost of 
living, and detracts from the joy of life of that town for all time. 


10. We recommend that steps should be taken, as soon as possible, 
to discuss, with representatives of the States, uniform principles of 
town planning, and the legislation necessary to implement such 
principles. 

11. Pending the passing of the necessary town planning legislation, 
any authority, wishing to participate in a Commonwealth Government 
housing programme, should conform to town planning principles to be 
determined by this Commission. 


12. We stress the necessity for local government authorities to 
begin forthwith the preparation of plans for the ordered development 
of their towns. In this regard, we recommend that pending the forma- 
tion of the proposed Commonwealth Planning Authority, the approval 
of State authorities be secured to enable the Ministry of Post-War 
Reconstruction to assist local government authorities to prepare plans 
for their towns, by making available information and advice on prin 
ciples of town planning and housing. 
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PLANNING FOR MALARIA CONTROL 


Corporal Salem S. Shapiro, who was formerly 
in the Master Plan Division of the New York City 
Planning Commission, and who is now somewhere in 
the South Pacific, has written us an important let- 
ter with respect to the possible spread of malaria 
in the United States after the war and the steps 
that should be taken to prevent it. 

Corporal Shapiro points out that over a period 
of years many cities, counties and states have taken 
steps for the elimination of mosquitoes, and that 
this work has been rather effective in a number of 
areas. Then he goes on to discuss malaria, which 
is an infection of the blood stream and organs by 
a parasite. These parasites can betransmitted from 
an infected person to another only by mosquitoes. 
To transmit the disease, two factors are necessary: 
A reservoir of infected persons, and a vector to 
transmit the parasite. The Corporal points out 
that while there hasbeen relatively little malaria 
in the United States, this condition may be changed 
considerably with the return of our soldiers from 
the malarial areas of the world. He points out that 
although medical science has made tremendous bounds 
in recent years, it has not yet been able to devel- 
op a cure for malaria. By the use of suppressive 
drugs the infective can be made to control the 
growth of the parasite or inhibit its growth. The 
disease is,however, recurrent and thus a reservoir 
of infectives remains unchanged for years. The re- 
turn of our soldiers after the war may increase our 
reservoir of infected persons. It therefore becomes 
necessary for planners to give consideration to 
methods for the control of mosquito-breeding areas. 
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PLANNING BY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT, BUSINESS, AND LABOR GROUPS 
A Short List of Publications, 1943-1944 


~¢ POSTWAR JOBS IN PRIVATE BUSINESS, A HANDBOOK FOR 


COMMUNITY CHAIRMEN. Committee for Economic Devel- 
opment, Information Division, 285 Madison Avenue, 
New York 17, New York. July 1943. 2O0pp.illus. 
(A Community guide for organizing company-by-com- 
pany post-war preparations for high levels of 
productive employment. Cooperation with the or- 
ganizations in the locality that engage in general 
community planning is advised for the CED local 
committees. ) 


AS WE WIN. CIO Postwar Planning Committee. Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations, 718 Jackson 
Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. January 1944. 
3lpp. 5¢. (Presentation of the CIO program for 
tull employment and social security through govern- 
ment action, business encouragement and a planned 
public works program; all accomplished with labor 
participation.) 


MIDDLETOWN - TESTING GROUND FOR CONNECTICUT POSTWAR 
PLANNING. Connecticut Public Expenditire Council, 
Inc., 21 Lewis Street, Hartford 3, Connecticut. 
1944. 32pp. 15¢. (A description of the local 
planning organization andits fact-finding studies. 
Questionnaires for these studies are included.) 


PLATFORM FOR POSTWAR CONSTRUCTION. The Producers’ 
Council, Inc., $15 15th Street, N. W., Washington, 
November 1943. 4pp. (Twenty-one proposals 
to expedite technical 
progress, to provide adequate financing facilities, 
to encourage construction activity, and to promote 
public welfare, especially through large-scale 
planning. ) 


A PROCEUVJKE FOR COMMUNITY POST-WAR PLANNING; Jobs 
and Production at War's End; Albert Lea, Minnesota, 
Charts a Course. Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington 6, D. C. October 1943. 59pp. 
(A summary of the findings of a survey to determine 
production and employment requirements for the post— 
war period in Albert Lea, Minnesota. A procedure 
manual explaining the survey methods is included. ) 


THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE APPROACH TO POST-WAR PLAN- 
NING. Chamber of Commerce of the United States, 
Commercial Organization Department, Washington 6, 
D.C. 1943. 15pp. (Local organization is empha- 
sized in dealing with problems of national and civic 
improvement, industrial development, distribution, 
agriculture and transportation. The need for work- 
ing closely with other groups in tne community is 
pointed out.) 


PLANNING FOR THE POSTWAR PERIOD. American Con- 
crete Institute, Committee on Postwar Planning, 
408 New Center Building, Detroit 2, Michigan. Sep- 
tember 1943. App. (Among the suggestions are 
proposals for civic education, rural land plan- 
ning, and a non-partisan national planning agency, 
operating closely with state and local planning 
agencies. ) 


HERE'S HOW MEMPHIS PLANS FOR POSTWAR JOBS, Commit- 
tee for Economic Development, Field Development 
Division, Washington 25, D.C. September 1943. 
l2pp.illus. (The story of the Memphis CED Commit- 
tee, one of the first to get into operation.) 


TOWARD A NEW DAY. Textile Workers Union of America, 
CIO, 15 Union Square, New York City, May 1943. 
l4pp. 15¢. (A broad program of national, state, 
and local resources planning and construction, 
taxes based on ability to pay, international or- 
ganization and cooperation, full employment, ex- 
tended social security, aid for agriculture, educa- 
tion for all, and greater participation of the 
people in democracy are urged.) 


CONCEPTS ON POST-WAR PLANNING. Report of the Post- 
War Economic Planning Committee for Full Employment 
and Free Enterprise, American Business Congress, 
25 West 43rd Street, New York City. 1943. l15pp. 
mimeo. (The public responsibility of business, 
profit sharing, the necessity for organization of 
the forces of free enterprise, cooperation of in- 
dustry with agriculture, a policy of foreign re- 
habilitation and capital development, and the end 
of minority difficulties through security are 
stressed.) 


PREPARING SACRAMENTO FOR POST-WAR. Chamber of Com- 
merce, Sacramento, California. 1943. 12pp.illus. 
(Indicates the problems and objectives of planning 
for returning servicemen, for public works, for 
agriculture, and especially for industries.) 


PLAN NOW FOR FUTURE PUBLIC WORKS. Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, Construction and Civic 
Development Department, Washington, D. C. 1943. 
l7pp.chart. Single copies free, 4¢ each in quan- 
tities. (The difference between listing and plan- 
ning public works programs and the importance of 
citizen responsibility are brought out.) 


THE BALTIMORE PLAN. Progress Report of the Balti- 
more Committee for Post-War Planning. Baltimore, 
Maryland. March 1943. 23pp. (Discusses relations 
of government and business, employment, housing, 
and the influence of international relations on 
the economy in both Baltimore and the nation.) 


SECOND REPORT OF THE POST-WAR COMML'ITEE OF THE NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS. National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers, 14 West 49th Street, New 
York 20, New York. December 1943. 95pp. (NAM's 
program to provide productive employment, individ- 
ual freedom and opportunity. There is an appendix 
on the outlook for construction pit neta 


THE UAW-CIO POST WAR PLAN. United Automobile, 
Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of 
America, CIO, Education Department, 411 West Mil- 
waukee, Detroit 2, Michigan. September 1943. 
18pp. (Metropolitan regional planning is one of 
the recommendations. ) 
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PERSONALS 


Frederick P. Clark, executive director of the 
New York Regional Plan Association, has been com- 
missioned a lieutenant (j.g.) in the U. S. Naval 
Reserve, and has reported to the Bureau of Aeronau- 
tics in the Navy Department. 





A new post of coordinator and maintainer of 
post-war planning files has been established in 
the New Hampshire State Planning and Development 
Commission. Charles L. Crangle, formerly of St. 
Anselm's College, has been named to the job. 





Charles R. Erdman, Jr., of Princeton, New Jer- 
sey, has been appointed conmissioner of the newly 
created Department of Economic Development in the 
state of New Jersey. William T. Vanderlipp of 
East Orange will head the Division of Planning and 
Engineering. 





Major General U. S. Grant, III, has resigned 
as chief of the Protection Branch of the Office of 
Civilian Defense to devote his full time to the 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission. 





Reginald k. Isaacs, formerly city planner with 
the Syracuse-Onondaga Post-War Planning Council, is 
now chief of land use, Urban Development Division, 
National Housing Agency. 





Henry C. Moore, formerly director of the Fair- 
fax (Virginia) County Planning Commission, is now 
in the U. S. Navy. T. J. Stockton, a member of the 
Commission, has assumed the duties of director. 





Earl Morrow is serving as acting director of 
the Regional Plan Association, Inc., of New York. 


John D. Spaeth, formerly with the Buffalo City 
Planning Commission, is now serving in the United 
States Navy. 





E. N. Torbert, who has been serving as field 
coordinator for the Columbia Basin Joint Investiga- 
tions of the Department of the Interior, has been 
appointed chief of planning for the Reclamation 
Region, which includes Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
and the Upper Snake River Basin in Wyoming. 





J. Alexander Walker, who has been serving during 
the last four years ina civilian capacity as engi- 
neer withthe Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps, has re- 
turned to Vancouver, where he is serving again as 
executive engineer of the Town Planning Commission. 





Edward G. Webster has been appointed planning 
engineer for the city of Little Rock, Arkansas. 





Stillman P. Williams 
United States Navy. 


is now serving in the 





Frederic H. Fay, for twenty years a member of 
the Boston Planning Board, also a member of the 
Massachusetts State Planning Board, died on June 5 
at the age of 71. 


~ 





PLANNING IN THE CARIBBEAN 


The West Indian Conference, held in Barbados 
during the month of March under the auspices of the 
Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, recommended 
that regional planning boards be created in the 
West Indies. It was suggested that such boards 
include representatives of the government depart- 
ments of health, agriculture, public works, educa- 
tion, lands and survey, as well as a qualified 
planning technician and an unofficial representa- 
tive of the people. In the larger territories it 
was suggested that a Central Planning Authority be 
created to coordinate the major proposals of the 
several regional planning boards. 

"With the setting up of Regional Planning or- 
ganisations in all territories of the Caribbean 
area, a new field of intermational co-operation is 
possible and it is recommended that a Caribbean 
Planning Commission be set up. The Commission, 
which might well form part of the Anglo-American 
Caribbean Commission, would promote the co-ordina- 
tion of all fields of planning activity in the ex- 
change of experience and ideas..." 

At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Society, notice was taken of this meeting and 
the cooperation of the Society was tendered in fur- 
thering the objectives of the conference. 


LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
Federal 


#. Rk. 4915: Introduced by Representative Robinson 
of Utah, June 1, 1944 - Proposes an appropriation 
of $1,500,000,000 to become available at the rate 
of $500,000,000 a year for each three successive 
post-war fiscal years. The method of apportionment 
to the states shall be one-half population, one- 
fourth area, one-fourth post-road mileage. The 
funds shall be further apportioned on the basis of 
$225,000,000 for projects mthe federal-aid highway 
system either inside or outside of municipalities, 
$125,000,000 for projects onthe principal secondary 
and feeder roads, $150,000,000 for projects on the 
principal highways in urban areas on the federal- 
aid highway system. The federal share payable on 
account of any project for the first post-war year 
shall not exceed 60 per cent of the cost; for the 
second and third post-war years the federal share 
shall not exceed 50 per cent of the cost. Not to 
exceed 14 per cent of the amount apportioned for 
any year to any state may be used with or without 
state funds for surveys, plans, engineering, and 
economic investigations. 





ANNUAL REPORTS 


The Fourteenth Annual Report of the Regional Plan 
Association, 1943: 205 East 42nd Street, New 
York 17, New York; Frederick P. Clark, Executive 
Director. l12pp.mimeo. 








Annual Report of the Chicago Plan Commission, 1943: 
20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Illinois; H. Evert 
Kincaid, Executive Director. 34pp.illus.,tables, 
maps, graphs,charts. 
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PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) LAW AND LEGISLATION 


Ed. Note: While Alfred Bettman 1s on vacation, and until further notes 
28 are provided by him, these notes will be prepared by Walter H. Blucher. 
ne 
ed What Is an Adverse Recommendation; Who Is an Owner? The Court paid little attention to the claim 
he Warren v. Barowski et al., Supreme Court of of unconstitutionality. It held that "if on the 
ds Frrors of Connecticut (April 6, 1944), 37 Atlantic record presented there was evidence upon which the 
t- 364. The zoning ordinance of the city of New City Commission could have said that the zoning 
a= ' Britain, Connecticut, provides for amendments by ordinance in question was necessary in considera- 
ed the Common Council, but only after reference to the tion of public health, safety, comfort or general 
a= toard of Adjustment. It provides further that a welfare, it is beyond the province of the Court to 
it three-fourths vote of the entire membership of the say that it is unreasonable, arbitrary or confis- 
be | Council is required if an adverse report has been catory, even though it may depreciate in value 
he filed by the Board of Adjustment or if a protest business property or restrict the liberty of citi- 
against the amendment has been filed by the owners zens in regard to ownership and use of property." 

r- | of 20 per cent of the areas of the lots involved Thereupon the Court examined the evidence and 
an | in the proposed action orof areas immediately con- found that there was no public health interest. 
is | tiguous thereto and within 500 feet therefrom. In the matter of public safety, it did find that 
an | A petition was introduced into the Common Coun- the safety of school pupils was involved. It found 
my, | cil requesting an extension of the present business also that the comfort of residents would be dis- 
an "A" zone on both sides of Burritt Street. (No fur- turbed by commercial enterprises. The "evidence 
a= | ther description is given.) The Board voted to disclosed that necessity or convenience to the com- 
x= | deny the petition as presented but recommended to munity does mt require that commercial enterprises 

| Council the granting of a substantial part thereof. shall be established between 52nd and 56th Streets." 
rs | A protest was filed by the owners of 143,230 While plaintiff showed a loss of value, other 
ind square feet ofthe area within 500 feet, but 20 per witnesses showed that if used as zoned the remain- 
r= cent of the area would have required 150,149 square der of the property would have greater value for 


feet. The executrices of an estate representing 
16,200 square feet and a tenant in common repre- 
senting 21,360 square feet also protested. 
Two questions were involved: Was the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Adjustment adverse? The 
son Af c vote of Council was by less than a three-fourths 








ion majority. The court held that the report of the 
ate Board was not adverse and that only a simple ma- 
ive ‘ jority vote of Council was required. The other 
ent question required definition of what is an owner. 
ne= | The Court held that the co-tenant was not an owner 
The | and neither were the executrices. 
of } 
way | Does Rezoning to a More Restricted Use Deprive One 
es, | of Property hights? 
ary Cassel Realty Company v. City of Omaha et al., 
the Supreme Court of Nebraska (May 19, 1944), 14 Worth- 
al- western (2d) 609. An interesting case showing how 
on far courts will go in sustaining a zoning ordinance. 
ear The facts are described in great detail, but briefly 
the the plaintiff was the owner of a tract of land of 
are §-_ approximately 20 acres which for many years had 
, to been used as an amusement park. Most of that use 
for had, however, been discontinued. In the zoning of 
out Omaha in 1924 an area 125 feet in depth on both 
and | sides of Military Avenue along plaintiff's property 
_ nd for many blocks in both directions had been 
, zoned for commercial use. On December 24, 1941, 
the City Commission enacted a new ordinance by the 
terms of which Military Avenue from 52nd Street to 
‘lan 56th Street was reclassified to "B" residence. 
New Plaintiff contended that the reclassification 
Jive is illegal, unconstitutional and void because it 
is unreasonable, arbitrary and confiscatory. 
the evidence showed that a considerable por- 
1,33 tion of the frontage on Military Avenue within the 
pert limits described was being used for business pur- 
08, poses, There were a high school serving 1500 pu- 





pils and a grade school near theproperty involved. 









residence purposes. (See sketch below.) 
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Urban hedevelopment Legislation and Decisions: 

Identical bills have been introduced in the 
House of Representatives (H.R. 4847, by Mr. Ran- 
dolph) and in the Senate of the United States (S. 
1930, by Mr. Capper) to provide for the replanning 
of blighted and other areas in the District of Co- 
lumbia in the Assembly by purchase or condemnation 
of real property in such areas and the sale or lease 
thereof for the redevelopment of such areas in ac- 
cordance with set plans. The bills provide for the 
creation of a National Capital Land Agency. This 
legislation will be reviewed in the next issue of 
the News Letter. 

Ye have obtained copies of the abstract of rec- 
ord and brief of argument for appellants in the Zur 
v. City of Chicago case. This case will also be re- 
viewed in a forthcoming issue of the News Letter. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


TACOMA, THE CITY WE BUILD. The Mayor's Research 
Committee on Urban Problems, City of Tacoma, Wash- 
ington; Paul R. Fossum, Chairman. 1944. 147pp. 
maps,graphs,charts,tables. (A comprehensive report 
containing a series of recommendations, not only 
for the city of Tacoma, but for the Puget Sound 
Area and for the region as well. Has a number of 
specific recommendations for highways, public build- 
ings, parks, schools, etc., etc.) 


RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING ELIMINATION. Niagara Falls 
Planning Board, City Hall, Niagara Falls, New York; 
Ladislas Segoe, Planning Consultant, 35 East 7th 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. January 1944. Unpaged, 
maps, tables. 


CITY PLANNING IN PHILADELPHIA. Citizens' Council 
on City Planning, 1717 Sansom Street, Philadelphia 
3, Pennsylvania; Mrs. C'Brien Boldt, Executive Sec- 
retary. April1,1944. 2.pp.plano. (An excellent 
brief statement of the history of planning in Phila- 
delphia; a description of the official planning 
agency; a description of the Citizens' Council; 
an outline of some of Philadelphia's problems.) 


REPORT OF THE POST WAR PLANNING COMMITTEE. North 
Adams Chamber of Commerce, North Adams, Massachu- 
setts; Richard E. Pierce, Chairman. March 15, 1944. 
62pp.tables,maps,charts. (An interesting report; 
recommends the construction of a large number of 
projects, both public and private; covers a wide 
variety of subjects.) 


HACIA UN PLANEAMIENTO DE LA INDUSTRIA DE LA CON- 
STRUCCION EN LA ARGENTINA. El Centro Argentino de 
Ingenieros, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 1943. 289pp. 
illus.charts. (This special issue of La Ingenieria, 
prepared by Carlos A. Loza Colomer, who is well- 
known among planners in this country, contains pa- 
pers onthe social, economic, and technical aspects 
of the building industry, and on its relationship 
to other industries. It points to a planned na- 
tional building program for the Argentine.) 





ADDRESSES, JOINT MEETING OF ‘HE STATE RECONSTRUCTION 
AND REEMPLOYMENT COMMISSION AND CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES. California State Reconstruction and 
Reemployment Commission, 631 J Street, Room 300, 
Sacramento 14, Californie; Mr. Charles H. Purcell, 
Chairman. March 22, 1944. 32pp.mimeo. (Contains 
the introductory remarks of Chairman C. H. Purcell, 
the talks of Governor Earl Warren, Senator Jesse 
M. Mayo, Assemblyman T. Fenton Knight, and Colonel 
Alexander Rk. Heron, who is director of the State 
Reconstruction and Keemployment Commission. ) 


A SIULY OF THE ORGANIZATION FORK PLANNING THE NA- 
TIONAL CAPITAL. Bureau of the Budget, Division of 
Administrative Management, Washington, D.U.; Harold 
D. Smith, Director. March 1944. 45pp.plano. (Rec- 
ommendations bythe Bureau of the Budget for changes 
in the organization and authority of the National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission to make it a 
more effective organization.) 
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MEMORANDUM ON POST WAR URBAN HOUSING. 


Education 
Department, International Unio, United Automobile, 
Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of 
America (UAW-CIO), 1324 Maccabees Building, Detroit @ 


2, Michigan. 1944. Publication No. 37. 
25¢. (This little booklet covers many phases of 
the housing problem, starting with a discussion of 
metropolitan regional planning. It deals with such 
subjects as blight prevention, home building, slun 
clearance, public equity in urban land, subsidized 
housing, disposition of war housing, design control, 
etc. It makes a strong case for building in the 
outskirts as against attempting to rebuild central 
areas, but doesn't take into account all ofthe costs 
of extending services to outlying areas. It isa 
very interesting document by one of the largest 
unions in the United States.) 


PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES ON PUBLIC HOUSING IN 
BOSTON. Boston Municipal Research Bureau, One 
Court Street, Boston, Massachusetts. January 1944. 
18pp.tables. 


REPORT OF THE ACTING STATE COMMISSIONER OF HOUSING, 
Ira S. Robbins, Acting State Commissioner of Hous- 
ing. Executive Department, State of New York, 
Albany, New York. March 1944. 50pp.illus.tebles. 
(Contains an excellent statement on planning for 
housing. Also contains a summary of New York's 
— on housing including Stuyvesant 
Town. 


POST-WAR HOUSING, A CHALLENGE IO NEW ENGLAND COM- 
MUNITIES. Community Development Committee, New 
England Council, Statler Building, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts; William D. Mann, Secretary. May 1944. 
13pp. charts. 


ARE THE UNITED STATES UNITED? 
Company, Detroit 32, Michigan. Third edition, un- 
dated. 2k4pp.graphs. (The conflicting rules and 
regulations that the owner ofa truck trailer would 
face if he attempts to drive through a number of 
states.) 


Fruehauf Trailer 





AVAILABLE FROM ASPO ON REQUEST 


OFF-STREET LOADING. A Selected List of Refer- 
ences in Zoning Ordinances, providing for off- 
street loading. April 1944. 25¢. Free to 
members. (Col-5.) 


ADDENDUM OF COKRECTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP DIREC- 
TORY, PLANNING AND POST-WAR PLANNING - STATE 
ORGANIZATIONS. April 1944. 


A REPORT ON POTENTIAL MAJOk AIRPORT SITES IN 
HAMILTON COUNTY AND VICINITY. Hamilton Coun- 
ty Regional Planning Commission, Courthouse, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Malcolm H. Dill, Planning 
Director. September 1943. 55pp.mimeo. We 
have only 50 copies of this very excellent re- 
port available to the first persons who write 
for it. 


121pp. ‘¥ 
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